
U.S.-GEORGIA STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP COMMISSION
Economic, Energy, and Trade Working Group Meeting
1:00 PM – 5:00 PM, May 29, 2019, Washington, DC, State Department, HST 1499

Georgian Co-Chairs 
· Genadi Arveladze, Deputy Minister, MOESD 
· Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister, MFA
U.S. Co-Chairs 
· Brock Bierman, USAID Assistant Administrator
· Peter Haas, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
· Jonathan Brooks, MCC Deputy Vice President

	Time
	Agenda

	
	Opening Remarks

	1:00 p.m.
20 minutes
	· Peter Haas, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
· Brock Bierman, USAID Assistant Administrator
· Jonathan Brooks, MCC Deputy Vice President
· Genadi Arveladze, Deputy Minister, MOESD
· Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister, MFA

	
	Strengthening Georgia’s Business Environment

	1:20 p.m.
1 hour 20 minutes
	· Judicial Reforms and Transparency in the Context of the Business Environment  and Commercial Decisions (Georgia lead) 
· Discussion on Government Procurement  (U.S. lead)
· Implementing DCFTA Approximation and its Enforcement (Georgia lead)
· Macroeconomic Reforms to Improve the Business Climate and Attract Investment, including capital market and insolvency reform (Georgia Lead)
· Services as driver for diversification, job creation, and investment (U.S. lead)
· 
· Strengthening economic ties with occupied territories (Georgia lead)

	2:40 p.m.
20 minutes
	Coffee Break

	
	Workforce Development and Education: Drivers of Economic Growth

	3:00 p.m.
30 minutes
	· Education reforms, ways to strengthen existing partnership (Georgia lead)
· Strengthening Workforce Development and Education (U.S. lead)
· Labor reforms progress (Georgia lead)
· Developing innovation, research and development, and entrepreneurship by supporting Georgia through programs aimed at capacity building and investments (U.S. lead)	Comment by Rupert, Aaron J: We are considering this addition, pending STAS availability.

	
	Maximizing Bilateral Trade and Investment 

	3:30 p.m
1 hour 10 minutes
	· Growing opportunities for U.S. businesses in Georgia (U.S. lead)
· Strengthening Bilateral Trade and Investment Ties  (Georgia lead)	Comment by Rupert, Aaron J: We cannot accept this addition at this time.  USTR is happy to discuss these issues with you in your meetings with USTR representatives before the EWG.
· 	Comment by Rupert, Aaron J: We do not agree to the addition of this item.  We feel it can be covered in the agenda item above on Strengthening Bilateral Trade and Investment Ties and in your discussions with USTR.
· Investment Screening and Investment Best Practices (U.S. Lead)
· Update on Anaklia Port (Georgia Lead)
· Regional Energy Connectivity, including the Southern Gas Corridor and Cross-Border Electricity Trade (U.S. Lead)
· Agriculture as driver for development of value added industries and investment (U.S. lead)  
· Discussion of organizing trade missions and investment roadshows (Georgia lead)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Strengthening cooperation on development of Global Digital Connectivity through eCommerce, 5G development, and creation of Regional Digital Hub in Georgia (Georgia lead)	Comment by Rupert, Aaron J: No objection – we would like to also briefly mention 5g development in this agenda item.

	
	Conclusion

	4:40 p.m.
20 minutes
	· Genadi Arveladze, Deputy Minister, MOESD
· Vakhtang Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister, MFA 
· Peter Haas, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
· Brock Bierman, USAID Assistant Administrator
· Jonathan Brooks, MCC Deputy Vice President

	
	Press Availability




